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RAIL.ONE Opens Factory in USA 

� Total investment of around $22 million  

� Production of around 600,000 concrete ties annually  

 

Clinton / USA, April 29, 2014 – the RAIL.ONE Group, a world-leading 

manufacturer of concrete ties and system provider for rail-mounted 

tracks, is opening a new factory today in Clinton, Iowa. Construction 

of the production facility was begun in 2013. In less than a year, one 

of the most modern concrete tie plants in the world came into being 

at a total investment of around $22 million.  

In the presence of numerous representatives from the world of politics and 

the economy, the Lieutenant Governor for the state of Iowa, Kim Reynolds, 

officially set in motion the new line for the production of concrete ties and 

symbolically sent a train on its maiden delivery voyage by cutting the red 

ribbon. Along with the approximately 150 guests – including Union Pacific 

Railroad’s Chief Engineer, David Connell, and Vice President of Supply and 

Continuous Improvement, D. Lynn Kelley, Ph.D – Chief Executive Officer 

Jochen Riepl greeted the Mayor of Clinton, Mark Vulich, and the Chairman of 

the Clinton Regional Development Corporation, Steve Howes. A factory tour 

served as the kick-off for the opening event. The participants were able to 

get a good overview of the production of heavy duty ties for North American 

freight traffic. 

Along with its production locations in Germany, Romania, Saudi Arabia, 

Spain, Turkey, South Korea and Hungary, Clinton in the USA is now the 13th 

production operation for concrete ties and non-ballasted track systems. In 

the factory, costing around $22 million, 65 new jobs are being created in the 

region. In the future, the company will produce around 600,000 concrete 

ties per year in the new production facilities for the railway companies of 

North America.  

“The plant in Clinton is one of the most modern production facilities in the 

concrete tie industry. That we are able today – after less than a year of 
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construction time – to put it into operation is an unheard-of achievement for 

our team, to whom I am genuinely thankful,” said Jochen Riepl, Chief 

Executive Officer of RAIL.ONE. He continued: “Here in the USA with our 

know-how, we will set the standards for new technologies and for quality in 

the concrete tie industry.” 

Kim Reynolds, Lieutenant Governor for the state of Iowa, also acknowledged 

the commitment of RAIL.ONE: “Iowa and Germany have always had a 

special connection. The descendants of German immigrants still make up the 

largest portion of our population at nearly 36 percent. So it’s just logical that 

there is a factory here – in the heartland of the United States – that 

combines German engineering with the American pioneering spirit.” 

Mark Vulich, the Mayor of Clinton, emphasized the significance of the new 

production facility for the future development of his home town: “The 

location of RAIL.ONE in Clinton shows that our town is an attractive location 

for international companies.” 

Steve Howes, Chairman of the Clinton Regional Development Corporation, 

supported this viewpoint: “We want to create the ideal conditions for 

companies. With RAIL.ONE, we now have a global player in our midst which 

will create new jobs in our region.” 

D. Lynn Kelley, Ph.D, Vice President of Supply and Continuous Improvement 

at Union Pacific Railroad, also congratulated RAIL.ONE on the opening and 

praised the innovative spirit of the company: “We are excited about this 

facility and grateful to RAIL.ONE for bringing their concrete tie products to 

Iowa and Union Pacific. RAIL.ONE has a long track record of providing 

quality products with manufacturing plants around the world, from the 

Middle East, Germany, Asia and now Iowa, we are all very pleased this day 

has come.”  

Offering the highest quality 

With regard to quality, safety and manufacturing technology, the new 

factory meets the highest standards. This is also reflected in the results of 
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concrete tie production. RAIL.ONE has developed a special type of HHS 36/6 

heavy duty tie. It meets both the demanding requirements of the American 

AREMA specification as well as the specifications of the European EN 13230 

standard. With its new factory in the USA, RAIL.ONE completes the first 

important step in supplying the large railway companies of North America 

with high-quality heavy duty ties that are produced according to German 

technological and quality requirements. The new factory is one of the largest 

production locations of the RAIL.ONE group. 

 

Caption:  
Symbolically sending the first train with concrete ties on its maiden voyage 

by cutting the red ribbon (from left to right): Kim Reynolds, Lieutenant 
Governor for the state of Iowa, Mark Vulich, the Mayor of Clinton, Steve 
Howes, Chairman of the Clinton Regional Development Corporation, D. Lynn 

Kelley, Ph.D, Vice President of Supply and Continuous Improvement Union 
Pacific Railroad, Jochen Riepl, Chief Executive Officer of RAIL.ONE and Larry 
Huinker, Plant Manager in Clinton  
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4,451 characters without headline and caption  

Upon request, we would be glad to provide you with further information, 

contacts for our liaison partners, and image material in print quality. In case 

of publication of such material, we kindly request one copy for our archives. 

Profile of RAIL.ONE GmbH: 

RAIL.ONE GmbH conducts business with the goal of providing 
comprehensive systems and engineering for the entire field of railroad 
tracks and their many and varied requirements. With its patented 

RHEDA 2000® slab track system, the company has achieved a world-
leading position in the field of high-speed rail transportation. In addition, 
RAIL.ONE manufactures main-track and turnout ties made of concrete.  
 

With more than 700 employees in its plants in Germany, Romania, Saudi 
Arabia, Spain, South Korea, Turkey, Hungary, and in the USA, RAIL.ONE 
has a total annual production capacity of 4.6 million main-track ties, as 

well as over 580,000 linear metres of turnout ties. The company achieves 
average annual sales of approximately $182 million. 
 
 

Media contact 

Hedwig Blomeier 

RAIL.ONE GmbH 

Ingolstaedter Strasse 51 

92318 Neumarkt, Germany 

Tel +49 9181 8952-250 

Fax +49 9181 8952-5050 

hedwig.blomeier@railone.com 

www.railone.com  

 


